
Owning the ESG narrative 
Financial stakeholders – shareholders, lenders and insurers – 
are becoming some of the most vocal stakeholders demanding 
credible Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) performance 
from corporates, especially plcs. This is being driven by regulation 
mandating financial stakeholders to assess and report on 
climate change risk and other material ESG issues. Owning your 
sustainability narrative and excluding room for estimation and 
subjectivity is crucial. 

How can Davy Horizons help you?
Accountability: Alignment with best practice benchmarks is becoming top of the 
agenda for financial stakeholders. We can help with:

	■ Identifying and setting near and long-term decarbonisation strategies aligned 		
to Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) guidance and the Net-Zero Standard.

	■ Climate Transition Plans aligned with reporting and disclosure regulations such  	
as the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD).

	■ Wider environmental (biodiversity, deforestation, pollution, circular economy) 		
and social best practice and benchmarks.

Non-financial ESG data: To avoid the risk of greenwash and ensure credibility, data 
must be assured by competent sustainability practitioners. We can help with:

	■ Assurance of ESG metrics and provision of Verification Statements for reporting. 
CSRD requires assurance by competent sustainability practitioners, we provide 
this assurance and meet the competency requirements including for Non Financial 	
Assurance Engagements (ISAE 3000)1 and Greenhouse Gas Accounting (ISAE 3410, 
ISO14064/65).2

	■ Providing accredited assurance and verification for sustainability-linked loans 		
reporting.

	■ Providing advice on EU Taxonomy alignment including reporting aligned Turnover, 
CapEx and OpEx.

	■ CSRD preparedness including a gap analysis, action plan and Double Materiality 
Assessment.

Credibility: ESG ratings agencies and other stakeholders use publicly available 
information so corporates need to be proactive in defining their own narrative. We 		
can help with:

	■ Positioning advice and content ensuring a credible and transparent sustainability 
narrative for results, capital markets days, investor presentations, Investor 		
Relations and sustainability portals

	■ Creating and advising on the content and structure of sustainability reports and 
sustainability sections of annual reports.

	■ Board, ExCo and business leads ESG engagement - informing & educating to       
support prioritising action.
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Davy Horizons understands that accessing capital efficiently 
is becoming increasingly linked to financial stakeholder ESG 
information requirements. As regulatory, investor, shareholder and 
customer ESG demands grow for businesses, it is becoming ever 
more important to own the ESG narrative through:

	■ Accountability – alignment to best-practice sustainability 		
benchmarks.

	■ Non-financial ESG data – regulatory compliant, assured, verified 
and EU Taxonomy-aligned data.

	■ Credibility – confident, authentic sustainability communication 	
on how the business is managing its material ESG risks and 		
opportunities.

1 ISAE 3000 (revised), Assurance Engagements Other than Audits or Review of Historical Financial Information. ISAE
2 GHG Verification Standard - ISO14064-3:2019: Specifications with Guidance for the Validation and Verification of Greenhouse Gas Statements 
Standards for the competency of the verifier - ISO 14065:2020: General principles and requirements for bodies validating and verifying environmental 
information, Annex F: Additional requirements applicable to greenhouse gas validation, verification and AUP (Agreed Upon Procedures).
ISAE 3410 - External verification to ISAE 3410: Assurance engagements on greenhouse gas statements, to ensure that our data is credible and trustworthy.



Contact us

Are you ready to take the next step? 
Talk to us today.
Email sustainability@davy.ie or visit davy.ie/horizons

Please note that the provision of this product or service does not require licensing, 
authorisation, or registration with the Central Bank of Ireland and, as a result, it is not 
covered by the Central Bank of Ireland’s requirements designed to protect consumers 
or by a statutory compensation scheme.
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As regulatory, financial stakeholder and customer demands for ESG 
information grow for businesses, it is becoming ever more important 
to own the ESG narrative.
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